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Authorship confers credit 

It has important academic, social, and financial 

implications 

Authorship also implies responsibility and 

accountability for published work 

 



The ICMJE criteria for authorship 



1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, 
analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND  

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND  

3. Final approval of the version to be published;  

4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions 
related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated 
and resolved.  

 

 

■ All those designated as authors should meet all four criteria for authorship, and all who 
meet the four criteria should be identified as authors. Those who do not meet all four 
criteria should be acknowledged.  

■ All individuals who meet the first criterion should have the opportunity to participate in 
the review, drafting, and final approval of the manuscript.  

 



Corresponding Author 



■ Primary responsibility: communication with the journal during the manuscript 

submission, peer review, and publication process 

■ It is often translated to seniority 

■ These duties may be delegated to one or more coauthors 

■ After publication to respond to critiques of the work and cooperate with any requests 

from the journal for data or additional information should questions about the paper 

arise after publication 

■ ICMJE recommends that editors send copies of all correspondence to all listed 

authors 

 





First and Last Authors 



■ The most sought-after position is first 

■ S/he is held to have the greatest contribution to the research 

■ Sometimes significance is attached to being the last named author 

■ Authors have often given the last place to a senior team member who contributed 

expertise and guidance 



Group Authorship 



■ Large multi-author groups ideally should decide who will be an author before the 
work is started 

■ All members of the group named as authors should meet all four criteria for 
authorship. 

 

Corporate Names 

■ PERSIAN researchers 

■ The problem was that Medline miscodes the group name and the first alphabetically 
ordered name becomes the first author by default. This has been taken care of 
since 2015. 

■  The absence of a standard format for citation of group-author articles leads to 
difficulty in the location of such articles in bibliographic databases and has resulted 
in citation errors and miscalculated citation statistics. 

 

 





■ The corresponding author should specify the group name if one exists, and clearly 

identify the group members who can take credit and responsibility for the work as 

authors.  

■ The byline of the article identifies who is directly responsible for the manuscript, and 

MEDLINE lists as authors whichever names appear on the byline.  

■ If the byline includes a group name, MEDLINE will list the names of individual group 

members who are authors or who are collaborators, sometimes called non-author 

contributors, if there is a note associated with the byline clearly stating that the 

individual names are elsewhere in the paper and whether those names are authors 

or collaborators.  



■ NLM and ISI are urged to list both the group name and the names of the individual 

authors, when both are published in the byline and/or as authors footnotes, all 

citations and indexes. 

■ NLM uses the PDF version of an online article as the primary version for verifying 

bibliographic data. 

■ NLM prefers that authorship and collaborator data be in the full text of the article 

rather than associated with the article in a supplementary online file. If, however, 

these data are recorded in a supplementary file, then two conditions must be met: 

– provide a clear indication in the main article of how to find these data, perhaps 

through the use of footnotes or other statements that can be easily found from 

the byline area, the bottom of the first "page" of an article, or near the 

acknowledgements area at the end of an article, and 

– publish the supplementary file with the article (do not link out to another Web 

site). 



■ There is currently no limit to the number of authors that may be included for a 

MEDLINE citation. 

■ Group author names (also known as corporate, organization or collective names) are 

included in MEDLINE when such names appear in the article byline.  

■  Effective 2016, the group name must be in the byline to be reflected as an author in 

the MEDLINE citation.  

When a group name for a specific consortium, committee, study group, or the like 

appears in an article byline, the personal names of the members of that group may 

be published in the article text.  Such names are entered as collaborator names 

(also called investigator names) for the MEDLINE citation.  

 

 

 

 

 





Group-author articles involve the following parties:  

1. The overall group,  

2. Members of the group who take responsibility for authorship of the article 

(named individual authors), 

3. Members of the group who do not take responsibility for authorship of the 

article but have contributed to the work that led to the article (nonauthor 

group members) 



CSE Recommendations for Group-Author Articles 

 
■ For Journals and Publishers 

– Journals and publishers should ask authors to identify both the group name 

and the named individual authors who accept responsibility for the article.5,6 

– Journals and publishers should clearly identify in the published article named 

individual authors (preferably by full names, but last names and initials are 

acceptable) and the complete name of the group. 

– Journals and publishers should distinguish named individual authors from 

other group members. If they are identified, journals should list other 

nonauthor group members in the acknowledgments section. 

– Each group-author article should clearly indicate a suggested citation (for 

example, at the end of the article or with but separate from the abstract).  

– Search results on journal Web sites should display citations to group-author 

articles, in addition to relevant individual-author information, in a consistent 

manner. 



CSE Recommendations for Group-Author Articles 

■ For Bibliographic Databases 

– Bibliographic databases should enable users to retrieve citations to original 
articles by searching for the group name or the individual author names. 

– Bibliographic databases should display the group name and the names of the 
individual authors in the citation or other bibliographic record (such as the 
abstract page or record with other bibliographic details beyond the citation) or 
both. 

– A limit should not be placed on the number of named authors that can be 
displayed in a citation. 

– A group-author name should be displayed in bibliographic database citations 
as it appears in the original journal article byline, should not be abbreviated if 
originally spelled out, and should not be expanded if originally abbreviated or 
published as an initialism.  

– Bibliographic databases should not list author fields in citations to group-
author articles as anonymous or no authors listed. 

 



Key points: 

■ A Medline citation may contain an array of personal author names, group (or 
corporate) author names, and collaborator names. 

■ Personal author names are included in Medline when the author names appear in 
the article byline, or are explicitly identified anywhere else in the text of the article as 
the authors or as the members of the writing group or writing committee for the 
article. 

■ Group author names (also known as corporate, organization or collective names) are 
included in Medline when such names appear in the article byline. 

■ When a group name for a specific consortium, committee, study group, or the like 
appears in an article byline, the personal names of the members of that group may 
be published in the article text. Such names are entered as collaborator names for 
the Medline citation. 

■ For articles that represent a formal guideline or practice guideline, the name of the 
guideline-issuing body is entered as a group name for the Medline citation, even if 
that name does not appear in the article byline. 

 



Examples of Bylines and Citations 
1. Byline: Steven Q Smith, MD, Yoko Suzuki, MD, J T Mann, PhD, Klaus T Schulze, MD, 

Christine DeAngelo, MD, Charles Davis, MD, PhD, Katherine J Jones, MD; and the 
Generic Coalition Group:  

Smith SQ, Suzuki Y, Mann JT, Schulze KT, DeAngelo C, Davis C, Jones KJ; and the 
Generic Coalition Group. A randomized trial of chemoradiotherapy of esophageal 
cancer. J Onc Dis. 2004;183:1763-70. 

2. Byline: Steven Q Smith, MD, Yoko Suzuki, MD, J T Mann, PhD, Klaus T Schulze, MD, 
Christine DeAngelo, MD, Charles Davis, MD, PhD, Katherine J Jones, MD; for the Generic 
Coalition Group:  

– Smith SQ, Suzuki Y, Mann JT, Schulze KT, DeAngelo C, Davis C, Jones KJ; for the 
Generic Coalition Group. A randomized trial of chemoradiotherapy of esophageal 
cancer. J Onc Dis. 2004;183:1763-70. 

3. Byline: Generic Coalition Group:  

– Generic Coalition Group. A randomized trial of chemoradiotherapy of esophageal 
cancer. J Onc Dis. 2004;183:1763-70. 

4. Byline: Generic Coalition Group*:  

– Generic Coalition Group. A randomized trial of chemoradiotherapy of esophageal 
cancer. I>J Onc Dis. 2004;183:1763-70. 



1. What appeared at the top of the article and was dowloadable to citation manager: 

Effect of a collector bag for measurement of postpartum blood loss after vaginal 

delivery: cluster randomised trial in 13 European countries. Wei-Hong Zhang, Catherine 

Deneux-Tharaux, Peter Brocklehurst, Edmund Juszczak, Matthew Joslin, Sophie 

Alexander, on behalf of the EUPHRATES Group. BMJ 2010;340:c293, doi: 

10.1136/bmj.c293 (Published 1 February 2010) 

 

 

2. What appeared at the end of the article in an authorship statement: 



The following are members of EUPHRATES (EUropean Project on obstetric Haemorrhage, Reduction, 
Attitudes, Trial and Early warning System): Sophie Alexander (project leader, Belgium), Diogo Ayres-de-
Campos (Portugal), Istvan Berbik (Hungary), Marie-Hélène Bouvier-Colle (France), Gérard Bréart (France), 
Peter Brocklehurst (UK), Vicenç Cararach (Spain), Anna Maria Marconi (Italy), Catherine Deneux-Tharaux 
(France), Risto Erkkola (Finland), Mathias Klein (Austria), Jens Langhoff-Roos (Denmark), Alison 
Macfarlane (UK), Walter Prendiville (Republic of Ireland), Jos van Roosmalen (Netherlands), Babill Stray-
Pedersen (Norway), Carolyn Troeger (Switzerland), Clare Winter (UK), and Wei-Hong Zhang (Belgium). 
Also see web extra for a list of people who helped in each country. 

3. What appeared at the end of the article in the contributorship statement: 

Contributors: W-HZ designed data collection tools, monitored data collection for the whole trial, wrote the 
statistical analysis plan, cleaned and analysed the data, and drafted and revised the paper. She is 
guarantor. CD-T implemented the trial in France, analysed the data, and drafted and revised the paper. 
PB analysed the data and drafted and revised the paper. EJ wrote the statistical analysis plan, monitored 
data collection for the whole trial, and revised the draft paper. MJ designed data collection tools,, 
monitored data collection for the whole trial, and revised the draft paper. SA initiated the collaborative 
project, designed data collection tools, implemented the trial for the all countries, monitored data 
collection for the whole trial, analysed the data, and drafted and revised the paper. All members of 
EUPHRATES designed the trial. Diogo Ayres-de-Campos, Istvan Berbik, Marie-Hélène Bouvier-Colle, 
Vicenç Cararach, Risto Erkkola, Mathias Klein, Walter Prendiville, Jos van Roosmalen, Babill Stray-
Pedersen, and Carolyn Troeger implemented the trial in, respectively, Portugal, Hungary, France, Spain, 
Finland, Austria, Republic of Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, and Switzerland, and revised the draft paper. 
Gérard Bréart analysed the data and revised the draft paper. Alison Macfarlane and Clare Winter revised 
the draft paper. 



Non-Author Contributors 

■ Acquisition of funding 

■ General supervision of a research group  

■ General administrative support 

■ Writing assistance 

■ Technical editing 

■ Language editing 

■ Proofreading 




